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Japanese Tales 
Question: Describe the nature of demons as described in the Japanese tales giving examples from the text provided. 
In most of the stories, Demons are presented as good-natured and a form of help to people while in others, demons are dangerous and feared. In the story of Twinleaf, Sammi who was a great musician used to play his flute at the Gate of Suzaku. One day, as he was playing there, appears a man who is dressed exactly like him playing a bamboo flute too. The man is playing it so perfectly that Sammi got interested in trying his flute. Days passed, and the man never asked for the return of his flute. When Sammi dies, the Emperor tries to find out where the Flute had come from only to realize that it was given to Sammi by a demon that was concealed in the form of a human being. 
 In the story "No Night to Be Out Countering demons are presented as dangerous. In the story, we are introduced to Tsuneyuki who was the son of Emperor Daigo’s minister. One day when he was making rounds during the night, he heard the noise of people shouting, and he was scared. He ran to hide leaving the gate open. To his surprise, he realizes ghost which is excited at the smell of human. He is saved by the fact that he had a Sonshō Daran on him. The nurse who was treating him was so glad that he wore the Sonshō Daran because if he did not the demons would have consumed him. In conclusion, demons in the Japanese tales are presented both as good and bad in nature. There are those that promote the peaceful existed of men while there are those that are out to kill the man. 
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